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IN THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1 -3 (canceled). 

Claim 4 (currently amended): A table or counter mat according to claim [13]] 13 wherein 
the nitrite rubber is in the range of less than 2 mm thick with a 4e»w*y weight per unit area of 
about 1000 grams per square meter. 

ClaimS (canceled). 

Claim^^curxently amended): A table or counter mat according to claim [(SJ] l/wherein 
the intermediate layer is formed from a non-woven polyester. 

Claim// [currently amended): A table or counter mat having a composite sheet structure 
comprising: 

a top textile surface layer; 

a non-slip backing layer; 

and an intermediate stabilization and support layer aiding joining and support of the top 
textile surface layer to the non-slip backing layer while allowing the top textile surface layer of 
the resultant mat to be absorbent; 

the non-slip backing layer is formed from a nitrile rubber curable at temperatures greater 
than I00°C and preferably at about 170°C such that the mat is able to be laundered in hot water; 

the intermediate stabilization and support layer is formed from a non-woven polyester, 

and 

the top textile surface layer is a non-woven polyester with a pile height substantially in 
the range of 3 to 7 millimeters, with the intermediate stabilization and support layer and the top 
textile surface layer combined with the non-slip backing layer feiwiag providing a top liquid 
absorbent textile of less than 4 millimeters which is continuous and consistent and maintains 
relative position for printing a detailed image thereon and maintaining position to display the 
detailed image. 

Claim 8 (canceled). _ 
Claiiip (currently amended); A table or counter mat according to claim f[S]J 5wherein > 
the textile marking is formed by a sublimation textile printing process. ^ 
Claint (previously presented); A table or counter mat according to claim^g^wherein O 
the sublimation printing occurs at greater than 100°C and preferably greater than 1 70°C such that j^j 
the mat is able to be laundered in hot water. (§D 


5C 

PACE 20S • RCVD AT 007/2004 MM] AM (Eastern DayDgM Time] • 8VR:US>T<VEFXRF-1/0 • 0108:8729309 • CBK61 2 348 B556 • DURATION (mm-cs): 13-44 

m 


9-27-04; 7: i8AM;NtKOLAI MERSEREAU 


USPTO/penera I 


;612 3<*9 6558 


# 3/19 


Serial No. 09/486,629 

Claim^K (cuirently amended): A table or counter mat having a composite sheet 
structure comprising: 

a non-slip backing layer: 

a top liquid absorbent textile surface; and 

an intermediate stabilization and pile support layer joining the backing layer 
according to claim 10 the textile surface and aiding support of the textile surface, with the 
textile surface having a pile height less than 7 millimeters adapted for resting cups, mugs 
or glasses and for retaining an element of absorbency. wherein the resultant mat is readily 
able to be laundered, wherein the non-slip backing layer is formed from rubber, wherein 
the non-slip backing layer is formed from a nitrile rubber, wherein the intermediate 
stabilization and pile support layer comprises a heat curable material curable at 
temperatures greater than 100°C and preferably at about 170°C such that the mat is able 
to be laundered in hot water, wherein the textile surface includes a textile marking 
providin g a coloring, a print or an advertising message viewable from above, wherein the 
textile marking is formed by a sublimation textile printing process, wherein the 
sublimati on printing occurs at greater than 100°C and preferably greater than 170°C such 
that the mat is able to be laundered In hot water, wherein the top liquid absorbent textile 
surface is formed from a polyester surface with a pile height substantially in the range of 3 to 7 
millimeters, 

Claun^z (currently amended): A table or counter mat according to claim [[8]] vf 
wherein *k e ^gp liquid absorbent textile surface is formed from a tufted nylon cut pile surface. 

Claim^tcurrently amended): A table or counter mat having a composite sheet 
structure comprising: 

a non-slip backing laver: 

a top liquid absorbent textile surface: and 

an intermediate stabilization and pile support laver joining the backing laver 
according to claim 12 the textile surface and aiding support of the textile surface, with the 
textile surface having a pile height less than 7 millimeters adapted for resting cups, mugs 
or glasses and for retaining an element of absorbencv. wherein the resultant mat is readily 
able to be laundered, wherein the non-slip backing layer is formed from rubber, wherein 
the non-slip backing laver is formed from a nitrile rubber, wherein the intermediate 
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stabilization and pile support layer comprises a heat curable material curable at 
temperatu res greater than 100°C and preferably at about 170°C such that the mat is able 
to be laundered in hot water, wherein the textile surface includes a textile marking 
providing a coloring, a print or an advertising message viewable from above, wherein the 
top lipoid absorbent textile surface is formed from a tufted nvlon cnt pile surface, wherein 
the textile surface has a density weight per unit area of about 600 grams per square meter. 


Claim>4 (previously presented): A table or counter mat according to claiml>ivherein 
the textile marking is formed by an acid dye process. 
Claims 15 and 16 (canceled). 

ClBirnVTi (currently amended): A method of forming a table or counter mat including: 

a) forming a nitrite rubber sheet material as a backing layer: 

b) forming a top textile surface layer by combining a non-woven polyester 
fabric with a non-woven polyester stabilization and pile support fabric: and 

c) aligning the t op and back up layers and compressing the layered materials bv 
a heated platen for selected time duration, pressure and temperature settings according to 
claim 16 cure and bond the nitrite rubber backing laver to the top textile surface layer; 

wherein t he resultant table or counter mat lavs flat and is able to support stablv a 
glass or ot her simila r liquid vessel with the table or counter mat being liquid absorbent to 
absorb any spilled liquid, wherein the curing and bonding of the nitrile rubber backing layer to 
the top textile surface layer occurs at greater than 100°C and preferably greater than 1 70°C such 
that the mat is^able to be laundered in hot water. 

Claino^tcurrently amended): A method of forming a table or counter mat according to 
claim 16 further including: 

a) forming a nitrile rubber sheet material as a hacking layer: 

b) forming a top textile surf ace layer bv combining a non-woven polyester 
fabric wit h a non-woven polyester stabilization and pile support fabric: 

c^ alignin g the top and backing layers and compressing the layered materials by 
a heated platen for selected time duration, pressure and temperature settings to cure and 
bond the nitrile rubber backing layer to the top textile surface layer: 
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wherein the resultant ta ble or counter mat lavs flat and is able to support stably a 
glass or other simil ar liquid vessel with the table or counter mat being liquid absorbent to 
absorb any spilled liquid: and 

providing a sublimation printing process by placing a screen printed or digital image 
printed paper which carries the required design on the top textile surface layer with print face 
down and activating a heat platen to press the screen printed or digital image printed paper to the 
top textile surface layer under a selected heat, pressure and time duration. 
Claim 19 (canceled). 

Claim/^fcurrently amended): A method of forming a table or counter mat including: 
al form ing a nitrile rubber sheet material as a backing laver: 

b) forming a top textile surface laver which is non-tufted and Is continuous and 

has a density and a pile height substantially in the range of 3 to 7 millimetres able to he 
printed thereon bv sublimation printing 

c> alig ning the top and backing layers* 

d) compressing the aligned materials by a heated platen for a selected time 
duration, pressure and temperatu r e setting s according to <4ainfr49 cure and bond the nitrile 
rubber backing to the top textile lave r so that the resultant table or counter mat lavs flat 
and is able to support stably a glas s or other similar lionid vessel and the table or counter 
mat is liquid absorbent to absorb any soiPed liquid: 

wherein the curing and bonding o f the nitrile rubber backing to the top textile 
surface laver occurs at greater than 100 °C and preferably greater than 17CPC such that the 
mat is able to be laundered in hot watery 

Si Placing a screen printe d, offset or digital image print paper which carries a 

detailed image on the top textile lave r surface of the bonded resultant table or counter mat 
with print face down: and 

f> activating a heat pl aten to press the screen printed, offset or digital image 
print paper to the top textile surfac e layer under selected heat, pressure and time duration 
and at greater than 10ft°C an d preferably greater than 170°C such that the mat is able to 
be laundered in hot w ater, with the top supported textile surface layer bonded with the 
backing laver forming a t op liquid absorbent textile of less than 4 millimeters which is 
continuous and consistent and maintains relative position for printing the detailed imap e 
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thereon and maintaining position to display th e detailed Image, with the top textile surface 
layer formed by a non-woven non tufted polyester and an intermediate layer of a non-woven 
polyester. 

Claim 21 (canceled). 
Claim 22 (canceled). 

Clain^§tcurrently amended): A table or counter mat having a composite sheet structure 
comprising: 

a top fabric layer; 

a non-slip backing layer; 

a part of the top fabric layer able to be joined to the non-slip backing layer while allowing 
the top fabric layer of the resultant mat to be absorbent; 

the non-slip backing layer is formed from a nitrite rubber in the range of less than 2 mm 
thick with a density weight per unit area of about 1000 -1200 grams per square meter and 
curable at temperatures greater than 100°C such that the mat is able to be laundered in hot water, 

the top fabric layer being a knitted polyester fabric which when combined with the non- 
dip backing layer fenm providing a top liquid absorbent textile of less than 4 millimetres 
which is continuous and consistent and maintains relative position for printing a detailed image 
thereon and maptaining position to display the detailed image. 

ClaimJ&ipreviously presented): The mat according to claim ^with the non-slip 
backing layer b^iag curable at temperatures greater than 170°C. ]L j. 

Clain/^rfrreviously presented): The mat according to ckim^wherein the top fabric 
layer includes a polyester surface. 

Claim^gtpreviously presented): The mat according to claim^wherein the top fabric 
layer includes a polyester surface. 
Claim 27 (canceled). 

Claim^currently amended): A table or counter mat comprising, in combination: a 
non-slip backing layer, and a top liquid absorbent polyester textile layer joined to the non-slip 
backing layer to form a composite sheet structure which is readily able to be laundered, with the 
top liquid absorbent textile layer having a density weight per unir area nf »h™t 200 to 600 
grains per square meter to stably support cups, mugs or glasses, to absorb any spilled liquid from 
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the cups, mugs or glasses supported thereon, and to provide a message communication covering 
with clarity. , <T 

Clairn^(previously presented): The table or counter mat according to claim^8with the 
non-slip backing layer having a thickness, with the top liquid absorbent textile layer having a 
height, with a ratio of the height of the top liquid absorbent textile layer to the thickness of the 
non-slip backing layer being about 10 to 1. / 

Claim^(previousIy presented): The table or counter mat according to claira^with the 
thickness of thejion-slip backing layer being less than about 2 mm. & 

Claim^i^reviously presented): The table or counter mat according to claim 3#with the 
top liquid absorbent textile layer being a tufted synthetic yarn cut pile surface with a pile height 
of about 6 mm and a pile weight of about 600-620 grams per square meter. q 

Claim ^(previously presented): The table or counter mat according to claim Jtwith the 
thickness of the non-slip backing layer being about 1 mm. 

CIainp5(currently amended): The table or counter mat according to clain^^with the 
non-slip backing layer is formed from rubber having a density weight per unit area of about 
1000 grams per square meter. - 

Claim ^(previously presented): The table or counter mat according to claim^lurther 
comprising, in combination: an intermediate stabilization layer joining the non-slip backing 
layer to the top Uquid absorbent textile layer. ^ 

Clairfp3^)reviously presented): The table or counter mat according to claim^fwith the 
intermediate ^jlization layer formed of synthetic thermally bonded non-woven fabric^ 

Claim^^reviously presented): The table or counter mat according to claim^*Rvith the 
intermediate stabilization layer having a density of 1 1 0 grams per square meter and a tensile 
strength of 1 90 Newtons per 5 cm with a maximum elongation of plus 30% and a tear strength of 
140 Newtons, with the intermediate stabilization layer formed of a material curable at 
temperatures greater than 100°C such that the composite sheet structure can be laundered in hot 
water. ^ ^ 

Clain^/Qjreviously presented): The table or counter mat according to claim J/i with the 
top liquid absorbent textile layer being a tufted synthetic yam cut pile surface with a pile height 
of about 6 mm and a pile weight of about 600-620 grams per square meter. 
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ClaimS^fcurrently amended): The table or counter mat according to claim lefwith the 
top liquid absorbent textile layer being a synthetic, scrim supported, fiber needlefelt having a 
density weiehtper unit area of about 500 grams per square meter. 

Clainf^9 (previously presented): The table or counter mat according to clatm^with the 
thickness of t^oon-slip backing layer being about 1 mm. ^ 

Ciaim^(f(currently amended); The table or counter mat according to claim^with the 
non-slip backing layer having adeastt* weight per unit area of 1000 grams per square meter. 

Claii^f(previously presented): The table or counter mat according to claim 2$^jth the 
thickness of the non-slip backing layer being about 1 mm. 

Clain^^previously presented): A table or counter mat comprising, in combination: a 
non-slip backing layer; and a top liquid absorbent textile layer joined to the non-slip backing 
layer to foim a composite sheet structure, with the top layer absorbent textile layer having a 
height, with the non-slip backing layer having a thickness, with a ratio of the height of the top 
liquid absorbent textile layer to the thickness of the non-slip backing layer being about 1 to 1 . 

Claim^ [previously presented): The table or counter mat according to claim>kf with the 
thickness of the non-slip backing layer being less than about 2 mm. ' ^ 

Clain^l^wneviously presented): The table or counter mat according to clainy*2with the 
thickness of tftenon-slip backing layer being about 1 mm. ^ ^ 

Claim^^previously presented): The table or counter mat according to claim ^Wwith the 


top liquid absorbent textile layer being a surface with a pile height of about 2 mm. ^ ^ 

Clainr^j^reviously presented): A table or counter mat according to claim JAwith the 

top liquid absorbent textile layer formed from a polyester surface with a pile height substantially 

in the range of 3 to 7 millimeters. 
Claim 47 (canceled). 

Qain^^(cinrently amended): The table or counter mat comprising, in combination: a 
non-slip backing layer: and a too l a yer joined according to €tem4? the non-slip backing 
layer to form a composite sheet for resting cups, mugs or glasses on the ton layer, with the 
top layer consisting of synthetic textile surface of a hfgh weight per unit area capable of 
stablv su pporting snch cops, mugs or glasses resting on the top layer and being liquid 
absorben t to absorb any liquid spilled from such cups, mugs or glasses resting on the top 
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layer, with the high density weight per unit area being about 200 to 600 grams per square 

meter - "jX 36 

Ciaim^fcunrently amended): The table or counter mat according to claim U47]]4&^ 
with the thickness of the non-slip backing layer being less than about 2 mm. 
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• U.S. Basic National Fees filed on 03/01/2000 


The following defects have been observed: 
SUMMARY OF FEES DUE: 

Total additional fee(s) for this application is $-1116 for a small entity. 


Applicant is reminded that any communications to the United States Patent and Trademark Office must be mailed 
to the address given in the heading and include the U.S. application no. shown above (37 CFR 1.5) 
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